The Nature of God – Dr. Hoeh   (Lecture 1; Number 3)   March 4, 2000        (With Comments)
A clean transcript, without comments, is presented at the end of this commentary.
When we look at the nature of God as the Church is defining that today, we want to examine the question of what God is in its broadest terms: Lecture 1; Number 2 was the question of how to define that definition in a way that we have addressed through fundamental areas. If we define God as Father and Son and Holy Spirit then what is essential is that we evaluate what it means to address God as Father, to define in some way God’s function as Son and as Holy Spirit. Therefore, we had in a sense three as sub sets under the first one. Now we are addressing the question of Jesus of Nazareth and here is where I feel that a significant number of members need to think about matters that we have not traditionally put our minds to. We may have accepted statements about Jesus Christ being born of the virgin Mary, Jesus Christ maturing in stature before God and man, then Jesus Christ being persecuted and finally executed, and in being executed he died. So the question now simply is how do you explain what this person whom we know as Jesus of Nazareth is as he appeared in the days of Herod and died in the days of Emperor Tiberius? 

Comment: “…as the Church is defining that today,..” tells us that we are coming at the understanding from a whole new approach, different from its longstanding previous definitions.  “If we define…” God as a trinity, we are required to define “God’s function as Son.”  Dr. Hoeh poses the essential question, he says, “simply”.  What is being suggested here is that Christ’s physicality excludes one of the traditional explanations of the Nature of God, that of one Being who manifests Himself in any of three ‘hypostases’. (There were two basic explanations of God’s triune nature, as it became defined well after the Nicean Council of 325 AD.)   For one of the three to have been a physical Being, the ‘hupostasis’ explanation can not be valid, as a hupostasis can not be physical while its two other counterparts remain Spirit!  Is this what Dr. Hoeh is alluding to, that the membership needs to put their minds to, “to think about” that we traditionally have not?  It’s difficult to know exactly where this introduction is taking us.  Hopefully, we will find such definition in the following text.  What we should be attentive to is whether Dr. Hoeh is supporting the administration’s new position or undermining it, either knowingly or un-knowingly.  (And, concurrently, we need to make distinction between the administration and “the Church”.  They are not one and the same!)
In this case we are confronted with someone who is a human being. Now in what sense is he a human being? Well, in a sense quite different from when we describe the Holy Spirit, or when we describe God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God being Spirit, whether referred to under the terms that are found in Matthew 28 or elsewhere. For the first time in Christian understanding and in the NT, we discover that God has chosen to dwell as man. 

Comment: As pointed out above, the fact of Jesus’ full physicality contradicts one of the traditional explanations of the trinity.  A hupostasis can not be physical while its’ two other counterparts remain Spirit.  Now to accept the fact that “God has chosen to dwell as a man”, we are faced with a profound question:  Did God the Father manifest Himself as a physical being?  (By so asking, “putting our minds to” the essential question our previous views did not evoke, that there were two co-equal Beings, only one of whom left the Glorified Spirit state to take on the physical form, being born of and living in the flesh!  Under an orthodox Trinitarian view, this could not be the case!)  Did the Father God Being exhibit Himself in the flesh WHILE remaining Spirit, exuding the power to sustain the Universe, as He consistently must?  To conceive of God as a single Being, who exhibits Himself in any of three hupostases, brings us to this essential question.
Now I want to take a bit of time, because it is helpful for us to think about the implication: God has chosen to dwell as a man in time and space. He did so having been born of a woman.  In that case God is his father and through the woman he was the son of David of the House of Judah, a descendant of Adam, who by creation, the son of God if you look at Luke’s genealogy. What is unique is that if God may have chosen to revere in the days of the patriarchs or in the days of the Judges or the Kings, and address someone, because God appeared very clearly to Abraham, certainly in the case of Jacob, for the one whom Jacob wrestled with is seen under the terms of God, and Jacob lived. And we discover time and again God manifesting himself in such a way that it was visible. Abraham asked Sarah to prepare a meal, he helped and the servants helped and then God ascended. God appeared and disappeared. And what do we mean by that? Well, the answer is, and I think this is very important, the Eternal God is spirit and infinite. Being spirit and infinite, that which is infinite may choose to appear in the flesh without in any way altering the infinite power and mind and character. God simply appears in the realm of time and space in which we live. But when He does this, traditionally in Greek and Latin theology, two different terms have been developed for the same experience. That is a theophany or an epiphany, both of which in a sense come from the Greek words used then also in Latin and now in English. It’s a manifestation or a God appearing that’s the sense of the terms. Now that does not mean that when God so appeared to Abraham He was born of a woman and grew up. That’s not the point. There was a day He came to visit and He suddenly was seen on the road and stopped at the path that led to Abraham’s tent as Abraham was seated in the doorway… (part missing). 

Comment:  This discourse brings us to that essential question.  Was Jesus Christ REALLY physical, composed of matter, did He have a real fleshly body, or only the appearance of one?  The affirmation above, of “…having been born of a woman” would seem to answer that question, while opening another.  Can a single Being BE a single Being while being manifest in both Spirit and flesh simultaneously?  Such is the contradictory nature of a Trinitarian view.  One needs to investigate the true meaning of the un-translated Greek word ‘hupostasis’ as defined under Trinitarian explanations.  (Used but five times in the New Testa-ment, and translated ‘person’ in only one place. (Hebrews 1:3)  Comment: Hebrews 1:1-3 is interesting in that it presents the true definition of the word in its text, and also uses the word in such a way as to reveal one Being in contrast with and in proximity to the other! )  (See my study paper, “The Hupostasis Hoax”)
Also, the angels could appear and communicate and disappear. But the birth of Jesus of Nazareth must be understood in a different way. This is the case of God choosing to appear before humans through the process of birth, in which His life’s blood would be the physical life to sustain His body as in our case and He would be in fact born of a woman so that if He should lose His life’s blood, He would fall unconscious and into the sleep of death. It wasn’t a question of simply appearing and disappearing. This was an actual birth.
Comment:  The question here is brought to the point of full clarity.  Christ was born of flesh, and was fully physical in form and existence, not just having the ‘appearance’ of a body, as the Gnostic persuasion of the first century would have alleged. (Reflected in 1st John 4:3)  The good doctor apparently is exposing a fatal flaw in the common Trinitarian explanation: They allege “God is a single Being who manifests Himself in any of three hupostases” (plural) as also was explained in the WCG post-1993 “God IS…” booklets.  Dr. Hoeh also presents another essential element to this argument: that of God having and being sustained in life by BLOOD, without the shedding of which, there could be no remission of sins!!  Are we with this consideration forced to discard a key premise of Trinitarianism?  Did a single Being live in and of the flesh while remaining all-powerful in the Spirit in heaven at the same time?  Did that single Being resurrect Himself while truly dead and unconscious?  We have many important questions to address.  Was the good doctor here attempting to activate our minds to see the fallacy of ‘the church’s’ (the administrations) “new” pro-Trinitarian position?
Theologically, and historically, the Jewish community is today a distinct religious conviction called Judaism, that is - the teachings, dependent from the OT not the issue, but characteristic of the nation, the people of Judea, and that word arose in that period of time of the Greco- Roman world. Their view is that God does not and unimaginably cannot choose, also while He remains God, to dwell as a human being and to grow up as a child and a mature man, even to the point of death. So this is something unique. Was it foreseen in the testament that we call the Old Testament or the Old Covenant record, traditionally the word Testament is used in English? The answer of course is that I could make a separate, (any one of you could make a separate) presentation to children--to adults, indicating from the very time of Adam and Eve that it was going to be like this: that Satan would be the Adversary, and from the seed of the woman, to use an Old King James terminology, there would come One who would deliver the human race from the control of Satan the Devil. That One would be born of a woman. We could go through other prophets, not just Moses, and note what Isaiah or the psalmist may have said. 
From time to time we will discover a verse that the Jews are quite aware of but cannot recognize what has happened, because they have concluded that no matter what it says in a verse that I will refer to, it is not what that verse in any sense of the word could mean, because the view is that God cannot come down and become a human being. This is one of the things God cannot do. 
Comment: At least, according to Judaic theology He couldn’t.   Dr. Hoeh is here referring to the strict Unitarian view that underlies most of Judaism, that God is expressly a single Being.  Thus, they’re absolutely compelled to deflect any and all evidence to the contrary.  Two key examples of which are Psalm 110:1&5 and Daniel 7:13, which when uttered at an exquisite moment in the presence of the Sanhedrin, caused a very negative reaction, the charge of ‘blasphemy’ and an on-the-spot death sentence!  (Matthew 26:65-66, etc.)
Now, there are those Jews who have come to reconsider, and some of them have come to understand as they did in New Testament times. And even today we speak of them as a, well that’s a difficulty, because are they Christian Jews, or how shall we define it?  (Messianics?)  The orthodox would say they cannot be a Christian Jew. If he’s a Christian he is not a Jew.  In which they’re using a special definition.  We published an article by a person of Jewish background on this matter in the magazine years ago, the Plain Truth. It made only the following comment, “ I appreciate what you have said”, said one person, “but do not assume that you can persuade us of a matter that cannot happen.” It is just that simple. The time will come however, when as it has been alluded to already today, when you have the kind of crisis that you have no alternative. And when there is no alternative, it will be like the Jews who said, “If the Messiah comes, we will have a look at Him. We will see what He looks like. If He looks like us, that’s what we’ll expect.” And the one who will seem to fit the right time and the right place.

The next question is, “What’s your name? Who are you?” And they’re going to find that the one who rescues them is the one whom we have known as Jesus of Nazareth. And not until that time will we find the unique description of Jews in the Old Testament, the book of Zechariah: the men apart and praying and weeping and the women apart, The House of David, The House of Levi, The House of Judah as the Jews are wont to do. Men as a group. Women as a group. And they will come to recognize what the Christian world had come to accept, Jews as well as Gentiles. 

I have taken this description to take enough time because the next question is, that was asked by Christian theologians, “Was Jesus God? Can God die?”  Now all these arguments, you can raise them and you can find that maybe you don’t know how to answer a question, and you think it through. But you must under-stand that the issue is that the infinite God can, if you use a modern term. There might have been something equally good before, but I use it, He has chosen, if you please, to download Himself the son, born of a virgin. We know from mathematics that if we define the infinite that no matter what number you can think of and subtract it from infinity, it will always leave infinity infinite. The sense of that is a simple statement that God will always be the Eternal, Ever Living, God. Spirit, full of light, full of all that is good, all love, everything that we find descriptive of God is not depleted because He should also choose to dwell as a human being. 
Therefore, we can properly say, in the traditional translation of Paul’s letter to Timothy.  Let me just turn to that. You will see it in some modern translations in a poetic form so it is easier to take note of.  Sorry, one moment. I uh made the mistake of thinking that the Bible I have in English has Timothy, Timothy and Titus and Philemon appropriately after Hebrews, and I was thumbing after Hebrews only to remember that the King James has them reversed. Someday we shall learn that Hebrews precedes the letters to Timothy, Titus and Philemon. So I must go the other way for the Authorized Version tradition. In the letter, Paul uses a term that .. in the King James and .. the more traditional translations historically was addressed with the word God. It appears sometimes simply as the word ‘who’ in the other translations, because this particular word in some manuscripts is the word theos, four letters. And sometimes the first two letters are missing and there’s only os if you look at them, but means who. But in any case the Who is theos. I prefer to follow the Authorized Version here. “God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen by angels, preached among the gentiles, believed on in the world.” 1st Timothy 3: beginning in 16, “Received up into Glory.” Where He now is, as the book of Hebrews tells us, is a glorified man, who is also God, the Eternal Son of God, the first born from the dead, where the first born is not related to the term gennao, meaning to be born or to be produced, but is the Greek word  of rank, prototokos. 

Comment: This exposes an important consideration: That He is the first of multiple repetitions, not the same as “the only begotten” as is appropriate under another consideration.  Christ is the ONLY One who has or will ever have His Father as direct progenitor, but yet will be “the firstborn of many brethren” by the resurrection from the dead.
That does not mean that Jesus was born for the first time as the Son of God from the dead. It simply is the rank that He has over all creation, having preceded creation. However, that is to get ahead of the story, but I want you to note that from Hebrews, Jesus of Nazareth still is a glorified man. This was never anything that happened in the world of spirit until the ascension of Jesus into heaven after the forty days. Where He is in His glory in the presence of God.  Therefore, if God is defined as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, this cannot be redefined as Father, Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit, because God is Spirit whether God is defined or has as an aspect the Spirit, Fatherhood or Sonship. These are topics I addressed earlier. What is unique about Jesus is that he is a glorified human being and remains so today in the presence of God in a body the like of which we shall have.  Now God is viewed, as Jesus said, as the Father because from God all things proceed pertaining to Creation. But also, from the Son, and so we shall take a look at a few verses to help us understand what we ought to know. 
Comment: Is the good doctor here saying, “Listen up folksies”?  These next few verses acquaint us with “what we ought to know”!   Are we being chided for having accepted something spurious?
In the book of Hebrews I will give some sections, but not read most of it. I would like you to look at Hebrews chapter 1. We’ve had this before. And in this case we’ll start for your notes, this time not with verse one, but with verse three the last half or we’ll call it 3b meaning the second part and verse 4. So if we turn to the book of Hebrews, we will find the following statement made, “…when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than the angels, for He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.” His name, Joshua , Jesus, or whatever language gives a twist to that name, Jesus (Haysoos, Yaysoos) means savior. He is the Savior. “For to which of the angels did He at any time say: You are My Son. Today have I begotten you”?  I am reading there into verse 5. You will remember that was addressed.  We are here talking about the human being having ultimately returned to glory. We can see also in Colossians, and we’ll just quickly take note of this also. Colossians 15-20 in chapter one.  It may start perhaps in 13 but I’ll pick it up in 15. “He is the image of the invisible God, firstborn, (prototokos), over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and are in earth, visible and invisible, thrones, dominions, principalities. All things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things. In Him all things consist.” 

This is God the Son, the mind of God, the wisdom of God, the logos of God. This is a description from eternity. He is before all things. In Him all things consist. He is the head of the body the church, who is the beginning. The same concept as referred to in Revelation where it does not mean, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses have presented it, that that’s where God started from of the dead that in all things he may have pre-eminence. And here we have verse 18: “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell. And by Him to reconcile all things to Himself. By Him whether things on earth or in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.”  So here we are introduced to this One who dies and His blood was shed to pay for sin. 

What we are getting at now is a very important distinction that I want you to understand. When you were born, you’re life was dependent on the proper functioning of mind and body. You had developed a personality. You have a will and you have a nature that you have inherited, defective or otherwise, and it can affect mind, emotion and body, and none of us are as perfect as if God were to show you what Adam and Eve were like. So we do inherit the nature that God imparted to Adam and to Eve. We call it human nature, but I would qualify it and say this is not the topic for today. Don’t assume that every aspect of your nature you inherited from your parents. There are aspects of your nature that you inherited from the impact of the world around you, what you have allowed yourself to think and do.  And what the Devil himself has done in influencing society and in each one of us as individuals. We often confuse human nature with the state of man as he is, as John describes it in the gospel account and confuse that with that which was inherited from Adam and Eve who marry by Jesus. 

The birth of Jesus did not require the immaculate conception of Mary from her mother Anna in the tradition. That’s a separate topic. But the immaculate conception, you will remember, is not the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. It’s the birth of Mary, the immaculate without sin. And she is defined as never having sinned, therefore could be the theotokos or the bearer of the Son of God.  That’s a mistake. Jesus said of His nature – it’s very important – He said,  “The Devil has nothing  in Me”.  There was a time I read that verse many, many years ago. What did He mean? In the first place you had to learn about the Devil, and then you had to learn how the Devil influences the world in each one of us. There is nothing of the nature of the Devil in Jesus. Jesus however could go back in the story in John, the gospel of John. We’ll turn right near the beginning here. And here we have the story where the birth, this story is not the same as in Luke and Matthew, but it is the background. And then we have the account in which John the Baptist appears on the scene. Then we have further a statement after Jesus is now functioning as a rabbi, He said, “Destroy this temple (meaning His body) and I will raise it up” in a certain period of time. “I WILL RAISE IT UP”, speaking of Himself. Now that’s unusual, and then He goes on to say that He had no reason to ask anybody what was in man. Jesus did not commit Himself to them because He knew what was in human beings, and He was different in this sense. He had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man. End of chapter.

Jesus was perfect and without sin. None of us are in that category. If you just want to consider why, imagine how long you’ve lived, and then think of Jesus in whom was the mind of God, “Let this mind be in you which was in Jesus of Nazareth.” God is eternal. He has never sinned. He is wholly good, full of love and mercy, a God of justice and wisdom. He has been doing right. He is good from eternity. Some of us have tried to do right for ten years or fifteen. Just compare it and realize that we came from a world subject to the influence of the Devil. Now, when Jesus came, a very interesting thing happens. He was imbued with the Spirit of God. We already learned that the Lord is that Spirit. 
This is taken from the book of Corinthians, one of the books that Paul himself wrote when addressing a question. I must get my note here at the moment. 2nd Cor. 3:17  The Lord is that Spirit.  That Spirit is Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God. God is not only Father, God is Holy and He is Spirit. And God is also manifest to us as the Son, God the thinker, God the reasoner, God the Son, the thought, the reason, the logos.  (Here Dr. Hoeh injects a conceptual error, that the Son is the projected Thought of the Father.  No! The scripture says the Logos WAS God!)  When Jesus became flesh, He had in Him one personality. (He had an existence and a personality separate of the Father all along.)  He was one person. He had the nature of God. He had the will of God, but having taken upon Himself flesh, He no longer appeared as He would have if God were to array His light which would wipe out the whole human family out at once. (This referring to the full Glory which He had with the Father from before the world existed! (John 17:5)) There are things He divested Himself of that He might be a human being. And in becoming a human being, He took upon Himself human will, because every human being has will.  Is there any one of you who lacks completely any will power? No, of course not! You all have human will. You also have human nature. 
Comment: We are being reminded of a very profound fact: That God (the Father) in His Glory would vaporize any physical being exposed to His presence.  “Our God is a consuming fire”, as Hebrews 12:29 re-affirms, quoting Deuteronomy 4:24.  Paul confirmed the same in referring to Christ “living in a light which no man can approach unto”, in 1st Timothy 6:16.  We see in places such as Exodus 33:11 a Being who was seen by Moses face to face in un-glorified form.  We know that by Moses’ request in chapter 33, verse 18, to see His Glory.  This Being, therefore, as appearing for the most part in an un-glorified state, must have been understood by Moses as having a glorifiable capability, thus his unusual request!   We also see in Daniel 7, a Being displaying multiple degrees of glory, the first manifestation presenting a similar display as we find in Revelation chapter one, and causing extreme physical distress with Daniel;  The second and third manifestations in Daniel 7 each presenting decreasing potency.  A question we need to ask ourselves is, Do we have any reference indicating that God the Father EVER at any time diminished His Glory?
Jesus acquired the nature of Adam through Mary. It was passed down in all generations. He acquired it, because that human nature is flesh and blood. And so Jesus had one personality, that of the Son. And He had two wills, and He had two natures. Now when you were born, you were born with human nature, and it’s been modified since, (alluding to another WCG positional ‘revision’) separate question! You also were born with will, human will. That’s very important. What happened when, if some of you have not yet been, you will certainly understand  at least the words I say, but if you have been brought to repentance, conversion, been baptized and received the Spirit of God, something has happened: you have through the Spirit of God, God’s will and God’s nature by the Holy Spirit dwelling in you.  You have two wills, so Paul describes the warfare that goes on in the mind.  It is not something that only Jesus had when His stomach said, “You’re hungry”. When your stomach says your hungry, the stomach doesn’t know what to ask for. It simply says, “You’re hungry.” What you want to put in it is determined by how you think.. And when you know you should fast a little longer, you’re will says, “Not yet.” The stomach has nothing to do with that. Human nature is simply a matter of self- preservation. And in self- preservation there is a focus on the physical self. Jesus expressed this when He said, “If this cup can pass from Me…” and immediately He said, “nevertheless not My will (of human nature) but Yours (the Father’s) be done.”  (Matthew 26:39)
Comment: Are we seeing here two separate and distinct wills?  A premise considered four paragraphs below, where the statement is made: “you cannot divide God”!
We have the same happening to us. If it may pass from us that we don’t have to do this, nevertheless Your will not mine be done. This caused a split many centuries ago. Menophesites, mostly in the Middle East and in Northwest Africa simply thought there was only one will and one nature, and that was not a valid assessment.  Jesus said very clearly in the material that we have, He tells us, (let me find it here, I know, what verse, the section before) “By Myself”, He said, “ I can do nothing,” talking about the spiritual things. The people noted that by Himself Jesus worked, He could still the weather, He had control of nature. Well, God is in control of nature. Jesus was God in the flesh. One person, not two persons, not three or four. (If you think you have several personalities, please see your minister. I will not address that question further today, but I think it should be obvious.) Jesus had the same influence in His body and mind. There is nothing that human flesh by nature is not subject to the law of God.  It simply reacts in what we call self defense – the preservation of the self, self-preservation. But the will of God may cause us to have to realize we must be willing to lay down our lives for the other, if we can’t preserve ourselves. 
So when Jesus said, “By myself I can do nothing,” He’s talking about His human nature. He said, “My Father is greater than I”, yet on the other hand the Apostle Paul in writing about Jesus to the Philippians said that He did not think it amiss or robbery in any sense to be equal with God. How could He be otherwise if He was the very Mind of God, and Paul tells us to have that Mind in us.  So we should have two natures. But that Mind is manifest in terms of the will of God and the nature of God affecting our minds. 
Now there’s another voice, although we may use that term for conscience, But you discover as you look on your mind, as you look on your deeds, as you look on your attitude that people change. And if they seek to be converted, every wife should hopefully see in her husband, every man hopefully sees in his wife, children should see in their parents, changes that take place. When you resist the Devil he will flee from you. He will try to come back another day. There are many who made the mistake of misinterpreting that. They said you don’t resist the Devil you flee from him. Let me tell you, if you are fleeing from the Devil you know what, he’s really going to pursue you. Because he’s got you on the run. Resist the Devil and he will flee from YOU. That’s very important. So Jesus describes Himself in terms of His human nature. He also describes Himself in terms that are defined as follows: “All authority is given to Me, this person, in heaven and on earth.” That’s from one end of the universe to the other and He’s one with God, because He is both the very Mind of God, the Son of God. He is Spirit. You cannot separate and make separate the Holy Spirit or God as Father and Son. That’s why Jesus said, “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen what the Father is.” (Not quoted correctly, and that’s NOT why!)  Because if He had appeared, it would have been the same. 
Comment: A self-generated paradox if there ever was one!  To say “you cannot separate… the Holy Spirit or God as Father and Son”, the believer is faced with a fundamental mental construct which frustrates logic, only, it seems, to perpetuate and accommodate long-standing human theological premises, not biblical Truth!  We see in the exchange presented above, in Matthew 26:39, the existence of two distinct and independently thinking wills.  We see in places such as John 5:22 a separate jurisdiction regarding judgment assigned to the Son, and in Matthew 24:36, the sole prerogative of determining the timing of prophetic events to the Father. These absolutely require two separate mentalities!  To say “you cannot separate…God as Father and Son” is generally incorrect.  So much of the New Testament is devoted to identifying that very distinction.  The concluding sentence in this paragraph raises the question: For one to be identical in appearance to the other requires there be two separate Beings, otherwise there could be no such comparison to make!  This verse isn’t alleging that one Being appears as either, it is simply indicating that IF both were to be presented side by side, their visual appearance would be indistinguishable!  (And they ARE presented side by side in Psalm 110:1 and the twenty places in the New Testament where this passage is repeated!)
One case in point:  Hebrews 1, verses 1 to 3.  This passage was briefly mentioned in part above.  It is worded thus: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” This passage is interesting in that it presents two ways these two Beings are identical: (equally brilliant in Glory & expressly identical visually (the point of the statement, “If you have seen me you have seen the Father.”) and two ways in which they are distinctly different: One projects the power of the other, being upheld by the other, and only one of these two died for our sins!  Then, it shows one sitting at the right hand of the other!  If God intended that we conceive of Father and Son as inseparable or indistinguishable from one another, (in other words, that both are the same Being) we would not see such statements as we have.  The point of this passage is to present the fact of TWO distinct and separate Beings, a particular conceptual problem that ‘Hebrew’ peoples have, and the writer goes straight to that point right off!  Jewish opinion is as much responsible for the Trinitarian misconception as any other single thing. (By the way, that word ‘person’ is the Greek ‘hupostasis’, which is where Trinitarians borrowed their term (misrepresenting its meaning) to attempt to explain how one single Being could manifest in any of three ‘modes’ or representations.)  The simple FACT of one Being sitting next to the other Being clearly demonstrates that it is not a single Being representing Himself in either location simultaneously.  We are presented with the picture of two Beings!  It was the mention of this very premise, with Himself as that ‘second Person’, that got Christ crucified!  (Matthew 26:64, Mark 14:62)  The Jews at least realized the clear implications, thus their reaction.  How did Christianity come to so effectively miss the point?
And the Father and the Son dwell in us, because by the nature of Spirit, you cannot divide God and separate any more than you can divide your ability to think from your thoughts. You can describe it. You can make a distinction, but it is inseparable. I was reading a theological work about, and again you see these mistakes by people who they’ve defined the, call it the triune nature of God, and they speak of these things as being separate. I will say the Church has in Pasadena been careful to see the mistake isn’t made, but I can find it time and time again. People who don’t know the distinction between the word ‘distinction’ and ‘separate’. So we discover today there is in heaven, a High Priest who has a glorified body, who is head over all the Church, and having that glorified body, we are going to see Him someday if we are in the resurrection to Life. And we hopefully all should be. We shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. but since he is Prototokos, the first born, since He has existed with the Father, because God as Father could never be without wisdom and the wisdom of God is the Logos of God, Proverbs chapter 8:22 on.  (Note: This Proverbs passage describes a separate Being who existed with God from infinity past.  Read it carefully!)  
Comment: A similar discourse was presented by Dr. Hoeh at the Feast of Tabernacles at Vail, Colorado in 1994, (This commenter was present for that.) titled: “Thinker / Thought”, a transcript of which is available from Golden Sheaves: golden.sheaves@hotmail.com.  A strangely interesting theorization.  Above Dr. Hoeh explains how there are two separate wills, yet here dismisses the logical conclusion of that track, suggesting that there is but one Mentality, one Mind, and the thoughts of that Mind are who the Son is.  Now, wouldn’t that suggest that the one Mind is unconscious, because all of its conscious thought is who the Son is, says he?  Strange reasoning indeed!  This view of God’s Nature is, to my awareness, unique to Dr. Hoeh, and I doubt anyone else in the WCG believes it as he does, and likely lacks the knowledgeability to take him on.
As a further thought, IF the Son is God’s thought, and the Father is the Mind that produced the thought, then who and what is the Holy Spirit?  Wouldn’t the Spirit be the more logical expression of God’s thought than the Son?  This strange construct leaves much unfathomable and unresolved.
If the Son is the thought of the Father, then does the Father have a consciousness, or does He depend upon the Son for that consciousness?  In other words, are there two separate consciousnesses, or just one?

Another possibility is that the membership is relatively clueless and thus the ‘leadership’ sees no need to refute or clarify anything!

Yet all human beings taken together will be in the place of a wife to her husband. He is head over all the Church. We shall, as Jesus now, ultimately have what we do not have now. We will have a spiritual body in which our will will be the will of God, our nature will be the nature of God dwelling in a glorified body. (Perhaps we should be careful to not suggest that we will lose our distinct and separate personalities. That’s kind of what’s suggested is the case with Christ’s personality.  Our will and nature will be conformed to that of God, but we will still have distinct and unique personalities, which we will convey to our Spirit bodies.) 
So there is today, a host of people, dead and alive, yet to be born if you please, who will become like Jesus of Nazareth. He who is firstborn will be the first of many, as we call it today, brothers and sisters, but many brethren.  The German language has a wonderful solution to that. We have a word that includes both for those of you who know. Instead of brothers and sisters we say, “geshwitste” which means that we’ve got all of you wrapped up. One word which we fail to have in English. That’s the way it will be. I hope that you focus on the importance of what has happened in the case of Jesus of Nazareth. He is the savior of the body. That we shall be among those whom He will call brethren. And if you want to know what it means to have the image of God, if you want to know what it is that Jesus was with two natures, two wills, all you have to do is ultimately examine yourself. Then you will see what Jesus of Nazareth was like and from reading what He now is and what we shall be. This is the distinction between the Son of God who always is God and the Son of God who has with the Father’s consent and the power of the Holy Spirit dwells in a different body. We dwell in time and space, born, live and die and finally will also dwell in the presence of God. And then will be brought to pass the saying, “God shall be all in all.”  (1st Corinthians 15:28)                                END
Comment: A premature summation.  That particular verse in 1st Corinthians refers to the time after all of humanity is judged and sentenced, after the third resurrection, and even death and the grave are consumed in the Lake of Fire.  Only then can God the Father come into the presence of humanity (by then all left having been made sinless ever-living Spirit Beings).
As to the “two natures – two wills” matter, he is referring to the two natures (human nature and the Nature of God by the indwelling of God’s Spirit) and two wills within a human being, that which we have naturally from our physical generation, and that other which we develop if and when we inculcate the mind of Christ upon true conversion.  This a distinct and separate subject from the above posed matter of there not being two separate minds in the Godhead, which we can see is a profoundly incorrect premise.

Concluding Comment: Though we can not fully determine from this discourse if it addresses itself to the teaching that the WCG (its name at the time) put forth, or to the general explanations from the world of Trinitarianism.  We are however drawn to conclude, even from what we have seen above, that the Father and the Son are two distinct and separate Persons, having separate mentalities, separate states of being, and separate wills. (Mt. 26:39)  A direct refutation of fundamental Trinitarian thought.  Separate mentalities as evidenced by the exclusive assignments of judgment to one (John 5:22) and the prerogative of prophetic timing to the other (Mt. 24:36); Separate states of being in that one existed for a time in the flesh and then died, where the other did not;  Separate wills, in that one had human nature and with that the natural mind, co-existing with the mind of God, imparted by the Holy Spirit being within Him continually, without measure, whereas the other never possessed human nature.                                                   (Comments by RT)
=============================================================================

Nature of God  –  Dr. Herman L. Hoeh   (Lecture 1; Number 3)   3/4/2000

When we look at the nature of God as the Church is defining that today, we want to examine the question of what God is in its broadest terms: Lecture 1; Number 2 was the question of how to define that definition in a way that we have addressed through fundamental areas. If we define God as Father and Son and Holy Spirit then what is essential is that we evaluate what it means to address God as Father, to define in some way God’s function as Son and as Holy Spirit. Therefore, we had in a sense three as sub sets under the first one. Now we are addressing the question of Jesus of Nazareth and here is where I feel that a significant number of members need to think about matters that we have not traditionally put our minds to. We may have accepted statements about Jesus Christ being born of the virgin Mary, Jesus Christ maturing in stature before God and man, then Jesus Christ being persecuted and finally executed, and in being executed he died. So the question now simply is how do you explain what this person whom we know as Jesus of Nazareth is as he appeared in the days of Herod and died in the days of Emperor Tiberius? 

In this case we are confronted with someone who is a human being. Now in what sense is he a human being? Well, in a sense quite different from when we describe the Holy Spirit, or when we describe God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God being spirit, whether referred to under the terms that are found in Matthew 28 or elsewhere. For the first time in Christian understanding and in the NT, we discover that God has chosen to dwell as man. 
Now I want to take a bit of time, because it is helpful for us to think about the implication: God has chosen to dwell as a man in time and space. He did so having been born of a woman. In that case God is his father and through the woman he was the son of David of the House of Judah, a descendant of Adam, who by creation, the son of God if you look at Luke’s genealogy. What is unique is that if God may have chosen to revere in the days of the patriarchs or in the days of the Judges or the Kings, and address someone, because God appeared very clearly to Abraham, certainly in the case of Jacob, for the one whom Jacob wrestled with is seen under the terms of God, and Jacob lived. And we discover time and again God manifesting himself in such a way that it was visible. Abraham asked Sarah to prepare a meal, he helped and the servants helped and then God ascended. God appeared and disappeared. And what do we mean by that? Well, the answer is, and I think this is very important, the Eternal God is spirit and infinite. Being spirit and infinite, that which is infinite may choose to appear in the flesh without in any way altering the infinite power and mind and character. God simply appears in the realm of time and space in which we live. But when He does this, traditionally in Greek and Latin theology, two different terms have been developed for the same experience. That is a theophany or an epiphany, both of which in a sense come from the Greek words used then also in Latin and now in English. It’s a manifestation or a God appearing that’s the sense of the terms. Now that does not mean that when God so appeared to Abraham He was born of a woman and grew up. That’s not the point. There was a day He came to visit and He suddenly was seen on the road and stopped at the path that led to Abraham’s tent as Abraham was seated in the doorway (part missing). 

Also, the angels could appear and communicate and disappear. But the birth of Jesus of Nazareth must be understood in a different way. This is the case of God choosing to appear before humans through the process of birth, in which His life’s blood would be the physical life to sustain His body as in our case and He would be in fact born of a woman so that if He should lose His life’s blood He would fall unconscious and into the sleep of death. It wasn’t a question of simply appearing and disappearing. This was an actual birth.
Theologically, and historically, the Jewish community is today a distinct religious conviction called Judaism, that is - the teachings, dependent from the OT not the issue, but characteristic of the nation, the people of Judea, and that word arose in that period of time of the Greco- Roman world. Their view is that God does not and unimaginably cannot choose, also while He remains God, to dwell as a human being and to grow up as a child and a mature man, even to the point of death. So this is something unique. Was it foreseen in the testament that we call the Old Testament or the Old Covenant record, traditionally the word Testament is used in English? The answer of course is that I could make a separate, (any one of you could make a separate) presentation to children--to adults, indicating from the very time of Adam and Eve that it was going to be like this: that Satan would be the Adversary, and from the seed of the woman, to use an Old King James terminology, there would come One who would deliver the human race from the control of Satan the Devil. That One would be born of a woman. We could go through other prophets, not just Moses, and note what Isaiah or the psalmist may have said. 
From time to time we will discover a verse that the Jews are quite aware of but cannot recognize what has happened, because they have concluded that no matter what it says in a verse that I will refer to, it is not what that verse in any sense of the word could mean, because the view is that God cannot come down and become a human being. This is one of the things God cannot do. 
Now, there are those Jews who have come to reconsider, and some of them have come to understand as they did in New Testament times. And even today we speak of them as a, well that’s a difficulty, because are they Christian Jews, or how shall we define it? The orthodox would say they cannot be a Christian Jew. If he’s a Christian he is not a Jew. In which they’re using a special definition. We published an article by a person of Jewish background on this matter in the magazine years ago, the Plain Truth. It made only the following comment, “I appreciate what you have said”, said one person, “but do not assume that you  can persuade us of a matter that cannot happen.” It is just that simple. The time will come however, when as it has been alluded to already today, when you have the kind of crisis that you have no alternative. And when there is no alternative, it will be like the Jews who said, “If the Messiah comes, we will have a look at Him. We will see what He looks like. If He looks like us, that’s what we’ll expect.” And the one who will seem to fit the right time and the right place.

The next question is, “What’s your name? Who are you?” And they’re going to find that the one who rescues them is the one whom we have known as Jesus of Nazareth. And not until that time will we find the unique description of Jews in the Old Testament, the book of Zechariah: the men apart and praying and weeping and the women apart, The House of David, The House of Levi, The House of Judah as the Jews are wont to do. Men as a group. Women as a group. And they will come to recognize what the Christian world had come to accept, Jews as well as Gentiles. 

I have taken this description to take enough time because the next question is, that was asked by Christian theologians, “Was Jesus God? Can God die?”  Now all these arguments, you can raise them and you can find that maybe you don’t know how to answer a question, and you think it through. But you must understand that the issue is that the infinite God can, if you use a modern term. There might have been something equally good before, but I use it, He has chosen, if you please, to download Himself the son, born of a virgin. We know from mathematics that if we define the infinite that no matter what number you can think of and subtract it from infinity, it will always leave infinity infinite. The sense of that is a simple statement that God will always be the Eternal, Ever Living, God. Spirit, full of light full of all that is good, all love, everything that we find descriptive of God is not depleted because He should also choose to dwell as a human being. 
Therefore, we can properly say, in the traditional translation of Paul’s letter to Timothy.  Let me just turn to that. You will see it in some modern translations in a poetic form so it is easier to take note of. Sorry, one moment. I uh made the mistake of thinking that the Bible I have in English has Timothy, Timothy and Titus and Philemon appropriately after Hebrews, and I was thumbing after Hebrews only to remember that the King James has them reversed. Someday we shall learn that Hebrews precedes the letters to Timothy, Titus and Philemon. So I must go the other way for the Authorized Version tradition. In the letter, Paul uses a term that .. in the King James and .. the more traditional translations historically was addressed with the word God.  It appears sometimes simply as the word who in the other translations, because this particular word in some manuscripts is the word theos, four letters. And sometimes the first two letters are missing and there’s only os if you look at them, but means who. But in any case the Who is theos. I prefer to follow the Authorized Version here. God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen by angels, preached among the gentiles, believed on in the world. 1st Timothy 3 beginning in 16, “Received up into Glory.” Where He now is, as the book of Hebrews tells us, is a glorified man, who is also God, the Eternal Son of God, the first born from the dead, where the first born is not related to the term gennao, meaning to be born or to be produced, but is the Greek word  of rank, prototokos. 
That does not mean that Jesus was born for the first time as the Son of God from the dead. It simply is the rank that He has over all creation, having preceded creation. However, that is to get ahead of the story, but I want you to note that from Hebrews Jesus of Nazareth still is a glorified man. This was never anything that happened in the world of spirit until the ascension of Jesus into heaven after the forty days. Where He is in His glory in the presence of God. Therefore, if God is defined as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, this cannot be redefined as Father, Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit, because God is Spirit whether God is defined or has as an aspect the Spirit, Fatherhood or Sonship. These are topics I addressed earlier. What is unique about Jesus is that he is a glorified human being and remains so today in the presence of God in a body the like of which we shall have. Now God is viewed as Jesus said, as the Father because from God all things proceed pertaining to creation. But also, from the Son, and so we shall take a look at a few verses to help us understand what we ought to know. 

In the book of Hebrews I will give some sections, but not read most of it. I would like you to look at Hebrews chapter 1. We’ve had this before. And in this case we’ll start for your notes, this time not with verse one, but with verse three the last half, or we’ll call it 3b, meaning the second part and verse 4. So if we turn to the book of Hebrews, we will find the following statement made, “…when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than the angels, for He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.” His name, Joshua , Jesus, or whatever language gives a twist to that name, Jesus (Haysoos, Yaysoos) means savior. He is the Savior. “For to which of the angels did He at any time say: You are My Son. Today have I begotten you”?  I am reading there into verse 5. You will remember that was addressed. We are here talking about the human being having ultimately returned to glory. We can see also in Colossians, and we’ll just quickly take note of this also. Colossians 15-20 in chapter one. It may start perhaps in 13 but I’ll pick it up in 15.  “He is the image of the invisible God, firstborn, (prototokos), over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and are in earth, visible and invisible, thrones, dominions, principalities. All things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things. In Him all things consist.” 

This is God the Son, the mind of God, the wisdom of God, the logos of God. This is a description from eternity. He is before all things. In Him all things consist. He is the head of the body the church, who is the beginning. The same concept as referred to in Revelation where it does not mean, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses have presented it, that that’s where God started from of the dead that in all things he may have pre-eminence. And here we have verse 18: “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell. And by Him to reconcile all things to Himself. By Him whether things on earth or in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.”  So here we are introduced to this One who dies and His blood was shed to pay for sin. 

What we are getting at now is a very important distinction that I want you to understand. When you were born, you’re life was dependent on the proper functioning of mind and body. You had developed a personality. You have a will and you have a nature that you have inherited, defective or otherwise, and it can affect mind, emotion and body, and none of us are as perfect as if God were to show you what Adam and Eve were like. So we do inherit the nature that God imparted to Adam and to Eve. We call it human nature, but I would qualify it and say this is not the topic for today. Don’t assume that every aspect of your nature you inherited from your parents. There are aspects of your nature that you inherited from the impact of the world around you, what you have allowed yourself to think and do.  And what the Devil himself has done in influencing society and in each one of us as individuals. We often confuse human nature with the state of man as he is, as John describes it in the gospel account and confuse that with that which was inherited from Adam and Eve who marry by Jesus. 

The birth of Jesus did not require the immaculate conception of Mary from her mother Anna in the tradition. That’s a separate topic. But the immaculate conception, you will remember, is not the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. It’s the birth of Mary, the immaculate without sin. And she is defined as never having sinned, therefore could be the theotokos or the bearer of the Son of God.  That’s a mistake. Jesus said of His nature – it’s very important – He said,  “The Devil has nothing  in Me”. There was a time I read that verse many, many years ago. What did He mean? In the first place you had to learn about the Devil, and then you had to learn how the Devil influences the world in each one of us. There is nothing of the nature of the Devil in Jesus. Jesus however could go back in the story in John, the gospel of John. We’ll turn right near the beginning here. And here we have the story where the birth, this story is not the same as in Luke and Matthew, but it is the background. And then we have the account in which John the Baptist appears on the scene. Then we have further a statement after Jesus is now functioning as a rabbi, He said, “Destroy this temple (meaning His body) and I will raise it up” in a certain period of time. “I WILL RAISE IT UP” speaking of Himself. Now that’s unusual, and then He goes on to say that He had no reason to ask anybody what was in man. Jesus did not commit Himself to them because He knew what was in human beings, and He was different in this sense. He had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man. End of chapter.

Jesus was perfect and without sin. None of us are in that category. If you just want to consider why, imagine how long you’ve lived, and then think of Jesus in whom was the mind of God, “Let this mind be in you which was in… Jesus of Nazareth.” God is eternal. He has never sinned. He is wholly good, full of love and mercy, a God of justice and wisdom. He has been doing right. He is good from eternity. Some of us have tried to do right for ten years or fifteen. Just compare it and realize that we came from a world subject to the influence of the Devil. Now, when Jesus came, a very interesting thing happens. He was imbued with the Spirit of God. We already learned that the Lord is that Spirit. 
This is taken from the book of Corinthians, one of the books that Paul himself wrote when addressing a question. I must get my note here at the moment. 2nd Cor. 3:17 The Lord is that Spirit.  That Spirit is Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God. God is not only Father, God is Holy and He is Spirit. And God is also manifest to us as the Son, God the thinker, God the reasoner, God the Son, the thought, the reason, the logos. When Jesus became flesh, He had in Him one personality. He was one person. He had the nature of God. He had the will of God, but having taken upon Himself flesh, He no longer appeared as He would have if God were to array His light which would wipe out the whole human family out at once. There are things He divested Himself of that He might be a human being. And in becoming a human being, He took upon Himself human will, because every human being has will.  Is there any one of you who lacks completely any will power? No, of course not! You all have human will. You also have human nature. 
Jesus acquired the nature of Adam through Mary. It was passed down in all generations. He acquired it, because that human nature is flesh and blood. And so Jesus had one personality, that of the Son. And He had two wills, and He had two natures. Now when you were born, you were born with human nature, and it’s been modified since, separate question. You also were born with will, human will. That’s very important. What happened when, if some of you have not yet been, you will certainly understand  at least the words I say, but if you have been brought to repentance, conversion, been baptized and received the Spirit of God, something has happened: you have through the Spirit of God, God’s will and God’s nature by the Holy Spirit dwelling in you. You have two wills, so Paul describes the warfare that goes on in the mind. It is not something that only Jesus had when His stomach said, “You’re hungry”. When your stomach says you’re hungry, the stomach doesn’t know what to ask for. It simply says, “You’re hungry.” What you want to put in it is determined by how you think.  And when you know you should fast a little longer, you’re will says, “Not yet.” The stomach has nothing to do with that. Human nature is simply a matter of self- preservation. And in self- preservation there is a focus on the physical self.  Jesus expressed this when He said, “If this cup can pass from Me…” and immediately He said, “nevertheless not My will (of human nature) but Yours (the Fathers) be done.” 

We have the same happening to us. If it may pass from us that we don’t have to do this, nevertheless Your will not mine be done. This caused a split many centuries ago. Menophesites, mostly in the Middle East and in Northwest Africa simply thought there was only one will and one nature, and that was not a valid assessment. Jesus said very clearly in the material that we have, He tells us, (let me find it here, I know, what verse, the section before) “By Myself”, He said, “ I can do nothing,” talking about the spiritual things. The people noted that by Himself Jesus worked, He could still the weather, He had control of nature. Well, God is in control of nature. Jesus was God in the flesh. One person, not two persons, not three or four. If you think you have several personalities, please see your minister. I will not address that question further today, but I think it should be obvious. Jesus had the same influence in His body and mind. There is nothing that human flesh by nature is not subject to the law of God. It simply reacts in what we call self defense – the preservation of the self, self-preservation. But the will of God may cause us to have to realize we must be willing to lay down our lives for the other, if we can’t preserve ourselves. 
So when Jesus said, “By myself I can do nothing,” He’s talking about His human nature. He said, “My Father is greater than I”, yet on the other hand the Apostle Paul in writing about Jesus to the Philippians said that He did not think it amiss or robbery in any sense to be equal with God. How could He be otherwise if He was the very Mind of God, and Paul tells us to have that Mind in us. So we should have two natures. But that Mind is manifest in terms of the will of God and the nature of God affecting our minds. 
Now there’s another voice, although we may use that term for conscience, But you discover as you look on your mind, as you look on your deeds, as you look on your attitude that people change. And if they seek to be converted, every wife should hopefully see in her husband, every man hopefully sees in his wife, children should see in their parents, changes that take place. When you resist the Devil he will flee from you. He will try to come back another day. There are many who made the mistake of misinterpreting that. They said you don’t resist the Devil you flee from him. Let me tell you, if you are fleeing from the Devil you know what, he’s really going to pursue you. Because he’s got you on the run. Resist the Devil and he will flee from YOU. That’s very important. So Jesus describes Himself in terms of His human nature. He also describes Himself in terms that are defined as follows: All authority is given to Me, this person, in heaven and on earth. That’s from one end of the universe to the other and He’s one with God, because He is both the very Mind of God, the Son of God. He is Spirit. You cannot separate and make separate the Holy Spirit or God as Father and Son. That’s why Jesus said, “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen what the Father is.” Because if He had appeared, it would have been the same. 
And the Father and the Son dwell in us, because by the nature of Spirit, you cannot divide God and separate any more than you can divide your ability to think from your thoughts. You can describe it. You can make a distinction, but it is inseparable. I was reading a theological work about, and again you see these mistakes by people who they’ve defined the, call it the triune nature of God, and they speak of these things as being separate. I will say the Church has in Pasadena been careful to see the mistake isn’t made, but I can find it time and time again. People who don’t know the distinction between the word distinction and separate. So we discover today there is in heaven, a High Priest who has a glorified body, who is head over all the Church, and having that glorified body, we are going to see Him someday if we are in the resurrection to life. And we hopefully all should be. “We shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is”, but since he is Prototokos, the first born, since He has existed with the Father, because God as Father could never be without wisdom and the wisdom of God is the Logos of God, Proverbs chapter 8:22 on. 
Yet all human beings taken together will be in the place of a wife to her husband. He is head over all the Church. We shall, as Jesus now, ultimately have what we do not have now. We will have a spiritual body in which our will will be the will of God, our nature will be the nature of God dwelling in a glorified body. So there is today, a host of people, dead and alive, yet to be born if you please, who will become like Jesus of Nazareth. He who is firstborn  will be the first of many, as we call it today, brothers and sisters, but many brethren.  The German language has a wonderful solution to that. We have a word that includes both for those of you who know. Instead of brothers and sisters we say, “geshwitste” which means that we’ve got all of you wrapped up. One word which we fail to have in English. That’s the way it will be. I hope that you focus on the importance of what has happened in the case of Jesus of Nazareth. He is the savior of the body. That we shall be among those whom He will call brethren. And if you want to know what it means to have the image of God, if you want to know what it is that Jesus was with two natures, two wills, all you have to do is ultimately examine yourself. Then you will see what Jesus of Nazareth was like and from reading what He now is and what we shall be. This is the distinction between the Son of God who always is God and the Son of God who has with the Father’s consent and the power of the Holy Spirit dwells in a different body. We dwell in time and space, born, live and die and finally will also dwell in the presence of God. And then will be brought to pass the saying, “God shall be all in all.”




        END
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